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PUBLICATIONS

I. General
Guide

to East Asian Collections in North America.
Compiled by Thomas H. Lee.
Bibliographies and Indexes in World History, number 25 (ISSN 0742-6852).
Westport, CT: Greenwood Press Inc., 1992. US$45.00. ISBN 0-313-27397-9.
184 pp.
This book is the first comprehensive guide to East Asian collections in American and
Canadian libraries. It covers fifty-five collections and deals primarily with materials
in East Asian vernacular languages, mainly Chinese, Japanese, and Korean. The
guide also covers materials in both book and nonbook form.
Description given to each collection emphasizes subject strengths, areas of
specialization, special materials and collections, access services, interlibrary loan
service, library automation, network and consortium participation, contact
information, library catalogs, and other publications. In addition to printed material,
this guide includes rare items such as old manuscripts and inscriptions, rubbings,
oracle bones, and fine painting. Entries are arranged alphabetically by name of the
parent institution. A list of geographical collections and a general index aid access
to the material.
The descriptions bring out all the salient points of the library being described and
characterize its collection. This volume is a boon to all scholars, researchers, and
students in East Asian studies and to East Asian librarians and general reference
librarians.
(Edward Martinique)

II. China
'Automation and Library Administration, with Special Reference to U.S. East Asian
Collections." Written by William Sheh Wong. Chiao yii tzu liao yii t'u shu fcuan
hsueh ("Journal of Educational Media & Library Sciences") 29, no. 2 (1992), pp. 113126.
Originally written in Chinese, this paper was presented at a Library Seminar held in
Peking, China, August 1989. The following is taken from the article's abstract.
"Automation of library services is changing the manner in which libraries are
organized. It is blurring the line between technical and public services yet sharpening
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the distinction between professional and nonprofessional work. It simultaneously is
centralizing previously diffused tasks (through reliance on central databases) and
affording greater latitude to professionals working within their fields of expertise. It
is consuming an increasing percentage of the budget but has yet to supplant printed
forms of information. It is also changing the nature of professional preparation (with
a need for subject expertise as well as library preparation) and reemphasizing careerlong learning. It has introduced two new library operational units, an automation
office and a development office (the latter to help meet the added costs of
automation). While these trends are apparent in research libraries across the U . S.,
East Asian Collections have been less affected, largely because local library
automation systems have been unable to handle East Asian scripts. This has forced
East Asian Collections to maintain redundant manual and computerized systems, at
a great loss of efficiency. One important trend-present and future-among East
Asian Collections is the centralization of repetitive tasks (e.g., circulation, shared
cataloging, and acquisitions) within the main library while retaining more intellectual
tasks (such as original cataloging, collection development, and reference) within a
specialized East Asian unit."
(William Sheh Wong)

"Twenty-five Dynastic Histories Full-Text Retrieval Data Base at the University of
Washington." Written by Yeen-mei Wu. Association for Asian Studies, Inc.,
Committee on East Asian Libraries Bulletin, no. 94 (October 1991), pp. 21-24.
Yeen-mei Wu's article has been translated into Chinese and published in Chi suan
chung hsin t'ung hsiXn (Computing Center Newsletter) 8, no. 8 (April 20, 1992).
The article is an introduction to the Chinese dynastic histories data base developed
by the Computing Center in collaboration with the Institute of History and Philology,
both of the Academia Sinica in Taipei, Taiwan. The East Asia Library is the only
library outside of Taiwan that has this data base as of April 1992. Yeen-mei also
discusses the uses and features of the data base, results of the user survey she
conducted, and suggestions for its future improvement.
The newsletter is the official newsletter of the Computing Center of Academia
Sinica. Its editor deemed the article informative and important enough to have
translated it herself into Chinese. Interestingly enough, Yeen-mei had no knowledge
of its translation until the Chinese-language version was faxed to her for
proofreading. Both the author of this review and the editor of the CEAL Bulletin
believe that this may be the first instance of a Bulletin article's being translated into
a different language.
(Min-chih Chou)
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"Biographical and Bibliographical Database of Chinese Studies: an Indispensable Tool for
Research." Written by Margret C. Fung. T'u shu kuan hsiieh yii tzu hsiXn k'o hsiieh
("Journal of Library & Information Science") 17, no. 1 (April 1991), pp. 26-38.
This article was presented at the Chinese American Librarians Association
Conference on International Access to Specialized Information, Chicago, June 1990.
The following is the abstract accompanying the journal article. "Chinese Studies have
gained academic interest all over the world, but there have not been enough
reference tools available. From research in Taiwan and the author's efforts in the
United States, a database has been developed, starting in 1981, that is a Who's Who
and What's U p in Chinese Studies. The author urges scholars to get together and
streamline the means of mutual interaction."
(Edward Martinique)

Midwest Area Chinese American Resource Guide. Compiled by the Midwest Chapter of the
Chinese American Librarians Association (CALA). Lisle, IL: CALA Midwest
Chapter, 1992. US$15.00 ($8.00 to CALA members).
The Midwest Chapter of CALA is proud to announce the publication of the Midwest
Area Chinese American Resource Guide. Highlights of the guide include general
information regarding Chinese Americans; demographic information; and a list of
organizations, media, publications, etc.
Founded in 1973, CALA is a not-for-profit professional organization and is affiliated
to the American Library Association. One of CALA's main objectives is to improve
mutual understanding and encourage the exchange of ideas between Chinese
Americans and others. It is our sincere hope that this resources guide will enhance
communication within the Chinese American community as well as provide those
who are interested in Chinese culture with a useful, interesting, informative point of
access.
To order, please send check, made payable to "CALA Midwest Chapter," to:
Peter Wang, Treasurer/CALA - Midwest
Morton Arboretum
Route 53
Lisle, IL 60532-1293
(Peter S. Wang)

Indiana Chinese American Resources Directory. Compiled by Julie Tao Su and Ming-ming
Shen Kuo. Indianapolis, IN: InfoNet, 1992. 35 pp. US$10.00.
The first guide to Chinese American information resources in Indiana is now
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available from InfoNet. This publication will provide invaluable information to
educators, researchers, and all those who are interested in China or Chinese
American communities.
The Directory contains 139 entries, covering professional, social and cultural,
religious, business, and student organizations, and community and health services that
promote and support China-related programs. In addition to Chinese art collections,
the Directory identifies and describes both Chinese-language collections and Chinarelated western-language materials in Indiana libraries. Chinese language and
Chinese studies courses offered in higher and secondary institutions are included, as
are private language schools and tutors. The Directory also provides information
regarding institutions participating in exchange programs with colleges and
universities in China, Taiwan, and Hong Kong. Each entry includes name, address,
telephone number, fax number, contact person, office hours, and a brief description
of objectives, activities, and publications. Entries are arranged by category, city, and
name of the organization.
To order make check payable to InfoNet.
(Julie T a o Su)

III. Japan
National Union List of Current Japanese Serials in East Asian Libraries of North
America.
Compiled by Yasuko Makino and Mihoko Miki with the assistance of
Isamu Miura and Kenji Niki. [Los Angeles]: Printed and distributed by the
Subcommittee on Japanese Materials of the Committee on East Asian Libraries
Association for Asian Studies, 1992. 485 pages.
The Union List was published and distributed in May 1992. The Subcommittee on
Japanese Materials received the grant for this project from the Japan-United States
Friendship Commission in the spring of 1991. The Union List contains the titles of
publications in Japanese presently received by thirty-two East Asian university
libraries in North America. The list is a compilation of academic, commercial, and
government publications of periodicals, journals, annuals, and newspapers. The list
includes approximately 5,000 titles.
The Union List of the Eastern region was published in 1985 and 1988, the
Midwestern region in 1987, and the Western region in 1988. These three lists
previously represented the holdings of twenty libraries. However, the new National
Union List updates these three regional lists plus the holdings of an additional twelve
libraries, the libraries contributing to the National Union List are eight East Coast
libraries: Columbia, Duke, Harvard, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh, Princeton,
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and Yale.
There are twelve Midwestern libraries which contributed:
the
Universities of Chicago, Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas,
Minnesota, Michigan, Ohio State, Texas at Austin, Toronto, Washington University
in St. Louis, and Wisconsin. There are also twelve contributing West Coast libraries
including the Universities of Arizona, British Columbia, U C Berkeley, U C Davis,
UCLA, U C San Diego, Hawaii, Hoover Institution, Oregon, Southern California,
Washington, and Washington Law Library.
The Union List contains titles previously included in the three regional lists which
have ceased to be published. They are distinguished by the ending publication date.
Library holdings are indicated by year of publication. Incomplete holdings within any
given year are indicated in parentheses. When available, the western-language title,
place of publication, publisher, beginning date, and frequency of publication are
specified. For the purpose of facilitating interlibrary borrowing and lending, the lists
of libraries in the Union List are clustered by region: Western, Midwestern, and
Eastern.
The compilation of the Union List was carried out in the following manner. First,
the updates of the existing regional lists as well as the additions of new library
holdings within the regions were to be prepared. By the summer of 1991, the
Western list was completed. Then the diskette copies of this list were distributed to
other regional compilers. By November 1991, the Midwestern holdings were
consolidated into the Western list. Finally, the Eastern list was added in March 1992.
However, the data from the East Coast libraries had been entered without screening
or correcting discrepancies within the region which resulted in the same serials
appearing in multiple places under different names. Moreover, the East Coast titles
did not contain publishers' information which caused difficulty in matching entries
with the rest of the titles. As a result, there were numerous incorrect entries and the
entire document appeared in disarray. The compilers spent a considerable amount
of time correcting and straightening out the records. Once inaccurate information
was entered, correcting records became extremely time consuming and difficult.
Inputting the Japanese language for each title was the last endeavor. When the
vernacular was added at last, the entire document consisted of over 1,000 pages. In
order to economize printing of the final product, we used smaller print size and
printed two columns to a page.
The compilation of the Union List was carried out using both IBM and Macintosh
computers. In the course of exchanging files among the compilers, the file
conversions of our huge document were necessary.
Finally, the compilers wish to call attention to the contents of the Union List. Even
though serials are publications in successive parts and are intended to be continued
indefinitely, libraries reporting to the regional union lists had somewhat different
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interpretations of what constituted a serial. Since the present National Union List is
based on previously published lists, there may be some discrepancies in this regard.
For this reason, the compilers wish to be notified if any erroneous entries are found.
It will enable us to present more accurate versions in the future. W e also wish to be
informed of holding changes of the participating libraries so that the list can be
periodically updated. Please send such correspondence to Mihoko Miki at UCLA.
(Yasuko Makino and Mihoko Miki)

anese Information:
Where Can You Find It and What Does It Mean? Trade and
Technology. Washington, D.C. : Japan Information Access Project, 1992. 250 pp.
The contents of this work comprises the complete papers from a day-long conference
on how to find and use Japanese patents, financial statements, data bases, and hi-tech
information. It includes detailed examples and a 20-page appendix of key sources
of information on Japanese science and technology.
Price list:
Japan Information Access Project members, $250.00
Corporate members, $150.00
Nonmembers, $300.00
Plus shipping and handling
Domestic shipping, $10.00
International shipping, $25.00
Individual sections are also available to members for $40.00, corporate
members for $30, and nonmembers for $50.00, plus shipping and handling as
indicated above. The individual sections are:
Japanese Patents
Japanese Financial Statements
Japanese Hi-Tech Information Sources
Mail all requests with payment to: Japan Information Access Project
1730 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036-1903
(Edward Martinique)

71

